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FROM THE PODIUM    

   As we head into the month of January, we need to take 
time to thank the many friends, family and alumni of the Pioneer 
Bands for our continued success. We had a spectacular fall (albeit 
LONG) and regardless of the football score, we maintained our 
record of being undefeated during halftime. Many of you who 
loyally attended our halftime performances know this, but for 
those who do not, each of the Pioneer halftime shows featured the musical ar-
rangements, marching drill, and dances all selected, and created by current Pio-

by Alex Baum (our Symphony Band drum major), all of the dances were choreo-
graphed by our dance committee Alyssa Natoci and Jonathan Evans, who all did a 
fantastic job! This year’s Drumlines (both Concert and Symphony) have been the 
best in recent memory and special thanks to our alumni Percussion staff members 
Louis Barry, Billy Harrington, Jonathan Taylor, and Ryan King. The Flag rank 
looked as good as ever (perhaps a bit better) thanks to alumni coordinator Cara 
Yonovitz.

-
ing than our marching season, it is! I think it is important that we take the time to 
remind parents to keep an eye on the Pioneer Bands web-site (http://www.aapio-
neerbands.org/) for updates changes (like snow day cancellations) and announce-
ments. Also please check the web-site calendar periodically for corrections, addi-
tions and deletions. Additionally, the Pioneer Band Association is always looking 
for more help, and since all of you are already members, please attend any of the 
meetings (usually the second Tuesday of each month in the Pioneer Band room 

 Finally, practice is a must! If we (remember we are one of only three 
schools recognized as a national GRAMMY-Gold Signature School in the entire 
Country in 2010) are to maintain our level of excellence, it is one of the highest 
imperatives that out student musicians come to class prepared and ready to play. 
Practice is a requirement and if you don’t regularly hear your child practicing 
please encourage them to do so, or tell us ;-) . If your child is not currently study-
ing privately and wishes to, please contact either myself or Nancy Waring (the 
associate Director of Bands here at Pioneer) and we will give you names of pri-
vate instructors whom know and understand the expectations of the Pioneer Band 
program. 

 Hope you and your family have a wonderful December-January and a safe 
and happy holiday season.

All the best,

 David A. Leach  Director of Bands

Pioneer Band Association, Inc.    Pioneer High School     601 West Stadium Blvd     Ann Arbor, MI 48103 



 
FROM THE PODIUM

We only have two evening rehearsals to put both sections of the band together before our Feb-

much fun to see the looks on the faces of all students when they hear how great they sound. 
The students were extra attentive this year. I can’t wait for you to hear them!
 

plan to attend the upcoming rehearsal from 6 to 8 PM on Wednesday February 2nd. The Winter Concert is the 
next night and we expect all students to stay for the duration of the concert.
 

August. It is not something that we rehearse during class so students need to be working on that on their own 
during their nightly half hour of practice.
 
     Reminder that all students need to have their names on their instruments, both inside and out. Luggage tags 
work well for this, even if they are using one of our school instruments. Students have been advised to never 
leave their instrument in their hall lockers. We have a storage area in the band room for this purpose.
 

at Pioneer. If you have any questions or concerns along the way please get in touch with me. The best way is via 
email (waring@aaps.k12.mi.us) or use the link on the www.aapioneerbands.org webpage. 
 
Thank you all for your continued support!
Nancy Waring  Associate Director of Bands

PTO Thrift Shop News_________________________________________________________

     “Show Your Support” for Pioneer Bands is coming up at the PTO Thrift Shop from January 2 thru January 8. 
For every $5 you spend at the Thrift Shop, you will receive a voting token to be placed in one of three jars, each 
representing a local group. If our jar receives the most tokens, we earn $500—so……please shop at the Thrift 
Shop during the week of January 2, and Show Your Support for Pioneer Bands!

Ann Arbor PTO Thrift Shop is located at 2280 S. Industrial Hwy. 
and is open Mon-Fri 9-7, Sat 9-6 and Sunday 11-5.  

More information at a2ptothriftshop.org or 
for PBA related questions email Marc Renner at rennermb@comcast.net.
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One generation plants the trees; another gets the shade.
 ~ Chinese proverb
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January, February, March 2010
BE AWARE THAT CHANGES WILL PROBABLY OCCUR.  WATCH THE WEBSITE, NEWSLETTER, AND CLASSROOM 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR DATE CHANGES. 

DATE  TIME   EVENT        LOCATION  GROUP________________

JANUARY 2011 
3 Mon     SCHOOL RESUMES   
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
3 Mon  7-9 pm   Band Rehearsal       B-126   SB 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
8 Sat  1-3 pm   BOWLING PARTY       Colonial Lanes  All Bands 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
11 Tue  7:30-8:30 pm  Pioneer Band Association Meeting     B-126   All Band Parents 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
11 Tue  7:40-8:35am /9:51-10:46am  Concert Uniform Distribution     B-126   VB, PBA Uniform Team 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
11 Tue  4-5:30 pm  Jazz Band Rehearsal      B-126   JB 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
12 Wed  7:30 pm   JAZZ BAND CONCERT      Little Theatre  JB 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
14 Fri  2nd Hour   MLK Assembly       SCHREIBER  JB 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
15 Sat    ALL DAY DISTRICT SOLO & ENSEMBLE FESTIVAL, LIVONIA  FRANKLIN HS  All Band Students 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
17 Mon     NO SCHOOL – MLK Day   
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
17 Mon  7-9 pm   Band Rehearsal       B-126   SB 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
20 Thu –  22 Sat   Michigan Music Conference      Grand Rapids  All-State Band & Orchestra 
            participants 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
31 Mon  All day   No School Secondary Students      B-126   All  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
31 Mon  7-9 pm   Band Rehearsal       B-126   SB 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FEBRUARY 2011
1 Tue  ALL DAY  State Solo & Ensemble Festival Forms and Fees due    B-126   All Participants 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1 Tue  7-9 pm   Band Rehearsal       B-126   CB 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2 Wed  6-8 pm   Band Rehearsal       B-126   VB 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
3 THU  7 PM   WINTER BAND CONCERT ALL BANDS    SCHREIBER  SB, CB, JB, VB  Recitalists 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
6 or 13 Sun    5 – 8:30 pm  PIONEER BAND GALA & AUCTION     TBA   JB, PBA Gala Team, 
            All Band Families 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
8 Tue  7:30-8:30 pm  Pioneer Band Association Meeting & Board Nominations for 2010-11  B-126   All Band Parents 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
? Sat  TBA   UM Jazz Ensemble Festival      UM    JB
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
15 Tue  7 pm   Orchestra Night @ Hill      Hill Auditorium  Orchestra Winds 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
16 Wed     NO SCHOOL for students   
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
18 Fri     Winter Break begins at End of Day   
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
28 Mon     SCHOOL RESUMES   
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
28 Mon  7-9 pm   Band Rehearsal       B-126   SB
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MARCH 2011 
7 Mon  7-9 pm   Band Rehearsal       B-126   SB 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
8 Tue  7-9 pm   Band Rehearsal       B-126   CB
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
12 Sat  ALL DAY  District XII HS Band Orchestra Festival     SCHREIBER  SB/CB, PBA Festival Team 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
(14 Mon)  7 pm   Michigan Youth Ensembles      Hill Auditorium  (All MYE Participants) 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
15 Tue  7:30-8:30 pm  PBA Meeting       B-126   All Band Parents
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
21 Mon  7-9 pm   Band Rehearsal       B-126   SB 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
22 Tues  7-9 pm   Band Rehearsal       B-126   CB 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
23 Wed     Early Release for Secondary   

**23 Wed 6-8 pm Band Rehearsal B-126 VB 
26 SAT ALL DAY STATE S&E FESTIVAL CHELSEA HS All Participants 
**26 Sat 7 pm BANDS IN REVIEW EAST SIDE SCHREIBER SB  

              Page 6



 Volunteers Still Needed to Lead 
Events and Programs

     We are still looking for parents to take charge of a couple more PBA 
events/programs.  None of these positions  require alot of time, but doing 
any one of them would be a great service to our kids!  They are:

     Incoming 9th Grade Orientation Coordinator -- help organize and 
prepare materials and forms for orientation for incoming students, which 
takes place immediately following “Bands In Review” concert in late 
March.

     Tux Bux Fundraiser Coordinator -- pick up paperwork from local 
tuxedo rental store and distribute it to juniors and seniors in the band pro-
gram.  This will enable some portion of each tuxedo rental to be contrib-
uted to the PBA.

 If you are interested in any of these positions -- or even if you are 
potentially interested and have questions -- please contact 

David Baum, 734-662-9095 or dbaum@umich.edu.

 Thanks in advance for considering all of these opportunities.  With 
your help, we can keep the Pioneer Bands one of the best music programs 
in the country!

News from Gloria Wilson__________________________________
 
 The 2010-11 Pioneer Band Directory is available in the band 
room now.  All band students have had the opportunity to bring them 
home, but many may remain in backpacks or instrument cases!

Band Family Directory

PBA Notes Has Gone GREEN!!!

Our goal is to reduce our paper output and reduce the cost of mailing 
PBA Notes newsletter.

www.aapioneerbands.org.
While online you may print the pages as you need, 

eg. calendar, special article, etc..

please contact:

or president@aapioneerbands.org
or PBA Editor: newsletter@aapioneerbands.org
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